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THE FUNCTION OF THE ENGINEER IN 

THE CONSERVATION OF THE NATURAL 

RESOURCES OF THE COUNTRY 

The prosperity of a country depends 
primarily upon its natural resources. The 
raw material which the farmer and the 
manufacturer use and the products of 
which furnish business for the merchant, 
come from or depend upon timber, fuel, 
minerals, soil, water. These are the nat- 
ural resources of any country, and as they 
exist in large or small quantities, as they 
are easy of access, as their quality is good 
or bad, must depend the agricultural and 
industrial prosperity and success of the 
nation. Some countries have large sup- 
plies of one or more of these natural prod- 
ucts and a few are blessed with them all. 
This country is especially fortunate in that 
it originally had within its bounds not only 
all of these natural resources, but large 
quantities of each of them, and that they 
were rich in quality and easy of access. 
When the country was first settled by 
Europeans, the new inhabitants gave little 
thought to the question of natural resources 
except in so far as these directly concerned, 
their daily life. They established them- 
selves where the soil was rich because they 
wished to pursue agriculture as a vocation, 
but they made no study of soils further 
than this. Forests were regarded as an 
encumbrance to be cleared away as soon 
as possible, for they interfered with agri- 
culture, which was the chief business, and 
they were the lurking places of wild beasts 
and wilder men. They were useful only 
for the purpose of furnishing lumber and 



